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Contemporary research issues in political sociology

Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Faculty of Arts, Cairo University I

Abstract:

This research paper aims to uncover the current state of political sociology and
its major contemporary trends in both Western and Arab contexts, to understand
our position within the global knowledge landscape. The main question of this paper
is: What are the most important contemporary research issues in political sociology
during the decade from 2010 to 2019? The answer to this question is addressed
within several interconnected circles:

Contemporary research issues in political sociology in Arab and Western research
heritage.

Emerging spheres in contemporary political sociology (concepts, methodologies,
theories)

Political sociology between the East and the West: a knowledge gap or a cultural divide?

To answer these questions, the research paper surveyed political research,
problems, and issues related to this field in five academic journals from 2010 to
2019, namely:

1- International Political Sociology

2- Politics and Society

3- Current Sociology

4- «Additions» (Arab Journal of Sociology)

5- Journal of Social Sciences (Kuwait University)

The research paper concluded with a clear result: we do not suffer from a knowledge
gap in the field of political sociology, but rather from a cultural divide that has affected
the «visible knowledge» especially from our side towards the West. This calls for Arab
researchers to strive to dismantle the boundaries and restrictions imposed on social
sciences, whether by researchers or states and to work towards being present on the
international map of knowledge to achieve justice in the global knowledge balance.

Keywords: contemporary research issues; Political Sociology. Knowledge gap;
Cultural separation.
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