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Contributions of Professional Competencies
among Learning Disabilities Teachers in
Predicting of Social Interaction for their Pupils

Abstract

The study aimed to predict the level of social interaction of pupils with
learning disabilities by identifying the contribution of the Professional
competencies of their teachers. A total of thirty-four teachers (34) and 143
pupils with learning disabilities were selected from the Qassim region in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study, which used the correlation descriptive
approach, was conducted in the second semester of the academic year 1440—
1441 AH, and the following two measurements were used to achieve the
objectives of the study.

The Professional competence of the teachers of was first measured using
three categories:

1. Knowledge competencies: This category measured the knowledge and
information that the teachers possess about these pupils with learning
disabilities, such as its definition, the historical development of its
concepts, and similar terms.

2. Performance competencies: This category contained teachers’
planning, implementation, evaluation, and usage of educational
strategies, time planning of the lesson, and the preparation of the
individual educational plans.

3. Communicative competencies: This category analyzed how teachers
dealt with the school environment and the students outside study time,
In addition, it analyzed how they dealt with families, specialists, and
institutions interested in people with disabilities.

The second measurement was to measure the social interaction among
pupils with learning disabilities.

The study achieved many results, and the most important results were
the following:

1. Professional competencies were highly present in teachers of pupils
with learning disabilities. In addition to this, the competencies
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averages were ordered as follows: The performance competencies had
an average of 4.317 out of 5 (Very High), the cognitive competencies
were 4.048 out of 5 (High), and the communicative competencies
3.663 out of 5 (High).

2. In addition, there was a difference in the averages of social interaction
among pupils with learning disabilities. The actual average (2.448 out
of 3) was higher than the hypothetical average (2.34 out of 3), and the
statistical significant was (0.01).

3. The social interaction in pupils with learning disabilities was
dependent on their teachers’ experience. The teachers with medium
experience did not influence the social interaction of their students.
However, the results showed that teachers who had more than ten
training courses exerted a significant influence on their students’
social interactions.

4. The communicative and cognitive competencies of the teachers
contributed to the prediction of the social interaction of their pupils.
On the other hand, the performance competencies did not contribute
to the prediction of the same.

Based on the previous results achieved by the study, some
recommendations are offered: increasing learning disabilities programs in
schools, offering training courses for teachers to strengthen their
Professional competencies, and offering awareness sessions for students
with learning disabilities to define the importance of acceptable behaviors
and the criteria for judging them.
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