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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine the impact of research trends within the
contemporary public relations master's program on the professional practices of
graduates from An-Najah National University. This investigation employs a descriptive
analytical approach for data collection and analysis, specifically through the content
analysis of theses produced by graduates of the contemporary public relations master's
program. The study encompasses a comprehensive survey sample consisting of 81
items. Additionally, interviews were conducted with a purposive sample of 8 employers
and faculty members, as well as a random sample of 7 graduates from the contemporary

public relations program at An-Najah National University.

The study yielded several significant findings, the most notable of which indicate that
the research trends among graduates of the contemporary public relations master's
program do not align with the demands of the Palestinian labor market. Specifically, a
substantial proportion of theses, amounting to 43%, focused on the topic of public

relations functions and their role within government institutions.

The study presents several key recommendations, including the establishment of an
independent audit and oversight committee tasked with the evaluation and review of
both completed and forthcoming theses. This committee would serve to prevent the

repetition of research topics, thereby ensuring the originality of the theses produced.

Keywords: Public relations, Research trends, Professional practice, Master's programs,

An-Najah National University.



